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Collecting or observation of the nutria (Myocaster coypus) on Honjima,

Teshima, Oteshima, Shyodoshima and Teshima (Marugame City,

or Shyozu-gun, Kagawa Prefecture), Seto Inland Sea, Japan
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Abstract : A total number of 35 specimens of Myo-
caster coypus were collected from Honjima, Te-
shima, and Oteshima (Marugame City), and
Shyodoshima and Teshima (Shyozu-gun), Ka-
gawa Prefecture. These islands are distributed in the
Seto Inland Sea. Among 10 females, four ones were
pregnant with four to ten embryos in their uterus
collected in June, September, October, and Novem-
ber. Among 15 males, eight ones had sexually ac-
tive testes collected in September, December, Janu-

ary and February. There has been no information of

the nutria on the breeding or the living on these is-
lands and/or Shikoku. The nutria has been killed
more than 1500 individuals as harmful animals
since 1998 in Okayama Prefecture. Some of these
nutrias would migrate or disperse through the sea
from Okayama Prefecture, where the nutria is abun-

dant around the mouth of Rivers Takahashi, Asahi,
and Yoshii.
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