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Abstract ;

The purpose of this study is to compare three groups which received practical tralmng at a rehabilitation
institution with three groups which received practical training in a psychiatric ward, and to clarify the
characteristics regarding the students’ abiﬁty to learn and understand the patients’ needs at each training
institution.

The analysis was based on the data obtained from 46 reports that were submitted by the students after the
training.

A data analysis was performed regarding the students’-understanding -of nine target training items.

In the ward, the patients mostly consisted of cases of depression or dementia.
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At the rehabilitation institution, most patients had schlzophrema and these patients had also lived at their homes
for a long time. .
As a result of the analysis, in ward training, most students came to understand the patients from the viewpoint of
their illness, the therapy as well as the patients’ normal actions and behavior in everyday life which are - affected
by their symptoms and illnesses. -

At the rehabilitation institution, the students came to understand the patients as real, live human beings and also
"~ came to comprehend some of the various prejudices that such mentally handicapped people encounter.

It is therefore considered to be important that the students learn the different viewpoint of the patients needs at
both institutions. It is also important for the teachers to help the students understand these important aspects of
nursing.

In addition, the development of new training methods and devices is also necessary in order to improve the
training of such students.

Keywords : Understanding the patients’ needs, The students’ ability to learn, Practical training of psychiatric nursing
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