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On Translation of Dickens’s Works in Meiji Era
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Mr. Minns was a bachelor of about forty, as he said - of
about eight and forty, as his friends said. He was always
exceedingly clean, precise, and tidy, perhaps somewhat
priggish, and the most “retiring man in the world.” He
usually wore a brown frock-coat without a wrinkle, light
inexplicables without a spot, a neat neckerchief with a
remarkably neat tie, and boots without a fault; moreover, he
always carried a brown silk umbrella with an ivory handle.
(Sketches by Boz 1)
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‘The old man was ghostly pale. He shuddered and
tottered to his feet. Edmunds sprang to his. He stepped back
a pace or two. Edmunds advanced.

“Let me hear you speak,” said the convict in a thick
broken voice.

““Stand off,” cried the old man, with a dreadful oath. The
convict drew closer to him.

““Stand off,”
raised his stick, and struck Edmunds a heavy blow across

the face. (Pickwick Papers, 91)
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And while speaking, she hurriedly chafed, first the
forehead, and then the breast, of the senseless form before
her; and then, wildly beat the cold hands, which, when she
ceased to hold them, fell listlessly and heavily back on the
coverlet.

“It is of no use, my good woman,” said the surgeon,
soothingly, as he withdrew his hand from the man’s breast.
“Stay - undraw that curtain!” (Sketches by Boz 379-80)
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Death! Every one must die, and why not she. She was
too good for him; her relation had often told him so. Curses
on them! Had they not deserted her, and left her to whine
away the time at home? Well - she was dead, and happy
perhaps. It was better as it was. Another glass - one more!
Hurrah! It was a merry life while it lasted; and he would
make the most of it. (Sketches by Boz 436)
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Not five seconds had passed when he rose to the water’s
surface-but what a change had taken place in that short
time, in all his thoughts and feelings! Life-life in any form,
poverty, misery, starvation-anything but death. He fought
and struggled with the water that closed over his head, and
screamed in agonies of terror. The curse of his own son
rang in his ears. The shore-but one foot of dry ground-he
could almost touch the step. One hand’s breadth nearer, and
he was saved-but the tide bore him onward, under the dark
arches of the bridge, and he sank to the bottom. (Sketches
by Boz 475)
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The highly polished neatness of plot, the elaborate
patterning in the prose and the artifice in the recorded
speech, diffuse an atmosphere of imaginative liberation like
the enchantment of the rhythmic determinateness of fairy-
tale. At the same time, details of contemporary activity and
locality give the high-fantastic a local habitation and a

name. (Costigan 419)
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