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Thomas Reid’s Philosophy of Mind (8) - of the First Principles of Morals -

Toru ISHIKAWA

Abstract

In this paper, the author attempts to examine the first principles of morals. Reid says they are self-evident
and the foundations of all our moral judgment. But they don’t seem to be what Reid maintains. The author
thinks we have to reconsider the exact meaning of Reid’s way of thinking in Philosophy.

Firstly, the author points out something curious in Reid’s writings and considers they reflect the fact that
his thoughts could not subsist in itself. Without reference to David Hume’s Philosophy we cannot understand
Reid’s System adequately.

Secondly, the author examines Reid’s principles individually and observes they are collections of different
kinds. This result makes us reconsider their character and roles in Reid’s theory, especially in relation to his
concept of “common Sense”.

Finally the author concludes we have to reexamine the relation between common sense and systems of

philosophy in fundamentally different way. It is the only way to interpret Reid’s Philosophy consistently.
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