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On ‘Seikatsu-Kagaku-Shinsho’ in Japan
during World War II

Masahiro KITABAYASHI

Abstract

‘Seikatsu-Kagaku-Shinsho’ is a series of books about science of daily life, consists of 49 volumes
that were published by Hatashoten from August 1941 to December 1947. Recently, I found and have
studied them for the first time from the view point of history of science.

This paper shows an overall picture and some modifications of this series of books, and attempts to
make it clear what is the substance of ‘Seikatsu-Kagaku’ in Japan during World War Il .

Compared with some other series of scientific books in those days, the characteristic of
‘Seikatsu-Kagaku-Shinsho’ was to be attempted to explain daily life connected with science. But, in
1942, with the change of the title from ‘Seikatsu-no-Kagaku’ to ‘Seikatsu-Kagaku’, the topics of books
were changed from science and technology in daily life to several parts of daily life. And the aim of
publication was changed. At first, it was emphasized that the people themselves improve their daily life

connected with science. Later, improvement of daily life for a national goal was emphasized.
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