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Su血mary  

ThespecificneedsofstudentsisaprlmaryCOnCernOflanguageteachers・TheEnglishfbrSpecific  

Purposes（ESP）fieldemergedaslanguageteachersandresearchersbegantorealizethatgeneralEnglish  

educationmaybeinsufBcientinpreparlngStudentsfbrtheirfuturesinvariousdisciplines・Inthispaperwe  

describetheprocessinwhichwepreparedanursingEnglishvocabularyworkbook，grOundedinESPand  

vocabularymethodologyaswellasanawarenessofthespeciBcneedsofnursesinJapan・Itishopedthat  

suchaworkbookwi11serveasamodeltoinstructorsofstudentsinotherdisciplines，Whohopetoaddress  

students’needsbyprovidingabalanceofdisciplinespecificandgeneralEnglishtasks・  

Background  

Addressinglearners’specificneedsisaprimaryconcernoflanguageinstructors（Brown，1994）・This  

concernledtothedevelopmentoftheEnglishfbrSpecificPurposes（ESP）field，afterinstructors  

recognizedthatgeneralEnglishskillsmaynotadequatelypreparecertainstudentsfbrtasksthattheywill  

encounterintheircareers（fbranoverviewofESPgoals，SeeWiddowson，1998andHyland，2002）・For  

example，SCannlngmedicaljournalarticlesfortargetinfbrmationisaskillthatwouldservemedical  

studentswell．  

Aproblem，however，isthatEnglishteacherstyplCallylackthedisciplinaryknowledgeofstudentsin  

SPeCincfields，andmayhaveasuperficialknowledgeofthetaskstheyassigntostudents（Spack，1988）・  

Thiscancauseasituationinwhichtheteachermaypotentiallydomoreharmthangood（Swales，1990：  

72－73）．OnesolutionisforEnglishteacherstoworkwithdisciplinaryexperts，Planningcoursestogetheror  

engaginginteam－teaChing（forexarnple，Gimenez，2008，andRussell，1994）・However，SuChan  

arrangementrequlreSmuChtimeandresources，andmaynotbepossibleinmanyteachingcontexts・Thus，  

teachersareo氏enontheirowntofindwaystoaddaspecific月avortoageneralEnglishcourse・   

1nthispaper，Wedescribetheprocessbywhichvocabularysheetscreatedbytheauthorsfbrstudents  

intheNursingEnglishcourseatKagawaUniversitydevelopedintoavocabularyworkbook（Willey，  

McCrohan＆Shibata，2009）．TheapplicationsofsuchabookdesignforgeneralEnglishcourseswillthen  

bediscussed．  
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Perceivedneeds  

NursingEnglishwasthetitleofageneraleducationcourseo飴redforthirdyearnurslngStudentsat  

theFacultyofMedicinecampus・Thepurposeofthiscoursewastohelpstudentsbecomeawareofnurslng  

issuesthroughEnglishreadings．  

Oneoftheauthors（Willey）beganteachingthiscourseinthespringof2005．Hesoonfbundthat  

StudentslackedabasicknowledgeofmedicalandnurslngVOCabulary．Manystudentsdidnotknowthe  

namesofcommonillnesses，bodyparts，OrSpeCifichospitalwards．Thetextbookdidnotfbcuson  

developlngbasicvocabulary，andWilleybegandraftingwordlistswithEnglishtermsandJapanese  

equivalents，eaChlistcenteringonaspecifictheme（SuChasillnessesandhospitalequipment）．Theseword  

listswereinspiredbyandmodeleda氏erlistsproducedbyShibataformedicalstudents，Englishclasses，  

andcontainedabout20wordsperlist・TheywereusedasweeklyqulZZeSbybothWilleyandShibatain  

theirclasses・ItwasthoughtthatthesequlZZeShelpedstudentstobuildknowledgeofbasicyetessential  

Englishterms・StudentsalsoseemedtoappreciatethesoliditythatthesequlZZeSgaVethecourse・   

In2006，thereading－Orientedtextbookusedinthepreviousyearfblloutofprint，andamoreuser－  

＆iendly，four－Skills－basednursingEnglishtextbookwasemployed・Thisbookdidintroducebasicnurslng  

Englishvocabulary，butthearrangementinthetextbookwasnotconducivetoreviewandquizzlng・Willey  

andShibatacontinuedtousesupplementarywordlistscenterlngOnSPeC捕cthemes・Throughconsultation  

Withmedicaldoctorsandnurslnginstructorstheselistsweremodifiedandexpandedupon・  

Whenapproximately20wordlistshadbeenproduced，WilleyandShibataagreedthatthelistscould  

befashionedintoaworkbooktobeusedasasupplementarytextorfbrselfJstudypurposes・Shibata  

COntaCtedNanzando，areputedpublisherofmedicalEnglishtexts，andnegotiationsbeganinearly2007・  

ShortlythereafterMcCrohanjoinedthegroupofauthors．  

ProjectbeginnlngS  

Shibataproposedavocabularyworkbookwithonewordlistperchapter，includingqulZPageSwith  

Perforatededgesthatcouldberemoved・Theproposedworkbookwasintendedtoserveasasupplementary  

textforanursingEnglishorgeneralEnglishcoursetakenbynurslngStudents，OraSaSelf二studybookfbr  

PraCticingnurses・However，Nanzandoeditorsfbltthatdesignlngabookwithdetachablepageswouldbe  

difncult，andasanalternativesuggestedavocabularyworkbooksimilartotheonewehadproposed，  

includingexercises・Theeditorshopedthattheproposedtextwouldbeusableasasupplementaryandselfこ  

Studybook，aSWellasthemaintextbookofacourse．Exercisesandadditionaltaskswerethusdeemed   

neCeSSary・   

Aftertheprojectwasformallyapproved，ProfessorKeikoKishiImai，OneOfJapan，smost  

distinguishednurslngreSearChersandeducators，WaSCOntaCtedbyShibata・ProfbssorKishiagreedtowrite  

theprologueandprovideprofessionaladvice・Werealizedthatatleastoneyearwouldberequiredto  

COmpletetheprqject，allowlngtimetoconsultwithnurslngprOfヒssionalstoensureaccuracy．  
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WesettledonthetitleKantan，meaning“easy；”thekaniifbrthistitle（看単）wasalsoafbrmof  

WOrdplay，SuggeSting“nurslngWOrds．”EasyNursingEnglishwasmadethesubtitle．Wewantedthe  

exercisesintheworkbooktobesimpleandeasy，theirpurposebeingprlmarilytoallowstudentstosee  

WOrdsandexpressionsusedincontext，SOthattheywouldhavemorethana“dictionary”understandingof  

theseterms．  

Ourresponsibilitieswerea1lottedinthefo1lowlngmanner：Willey，aSfirstauthor，COmmunicatedwith  

Nanzandoanddesignedthewordlists，qulZPageS，andadialogueforeachchapter；McCrohandesignedall  

exercises；Shibataworkedwithpracticingnursesandmedicaldoctors放omtheKagawaUniversityhospital  

tocheckallJapaneseterminology，anddesignedtheTbacher’sManual，includingananswerkeyand  

translationsofallexercises．  

Chapterlayout  

Basicmedicalterms（SuChasnamesofspecifichospitalwardsandanatomicalterms）weregroupedin  

thefirsthalfofthebook．Communicativeexpressionsusefu1innurse－tO－patientinteraction（SuChas  

instructionsandexpressionsofencouragement）wereplacedinthesecondhalf．Atotalof18chapterswere  

Planned・UniversityEnglishcoursestypicallycontain15classmeetingspersemester，anditwasfbltthat  

thethreeextrachapterswouldallowtheinstructortoselectchaptersmostrelevanttostudents．Wethought  

thatinstructorsshouldbeabletomovethroughthebookastheypleased，anddidnotneedtoproceedina  

linearchapter－by－Chapterfashion．  

Vocabularylists  

Thevocabularylistsweremeanttofbrmthecoreofthebook，andselecting，arranglng，andde爺ning  

thesewordsandexpressionsconsumedthemosttime．Herewealsoreceivedthemosthelp什omnurslng  

andmedicalproftssionals．Ourintentwastoincludebasicmedicalterminologyandphrasesthatwouldbe  

usefulinhelpingnursestocommunicatewithfbreignpatients．Asmuchaspossible，Wetriedtoinclude  

WOrdsthatlaypeoplewouldunderstand．ItwasalsothoughtthatfbcuslngOnbasicmedicalandnurslng  

termsandphraseswouldmaketheworkbookaccessibletoinstructorswithoutbackgroundsinnurslng．   

Inthewordlistfbreachchapterallka7diinJapaneseequlValentsincludedthehirqganapronunciation  

abovethem，SOthatnativeEnglishspeakers－aSWellasnativeJapaneseteacherswithoutnurslng  

backgrounds－WOuldbeabletopronouncethem．Failuretoincludethesepronunciations，Webelieve，  

makesmanynurslngandmedicalEnglishtextbooksinaccessibletoEnglishteachers，aSWellastostudents，  

Whoarejustlearn1ngthesetermsthemselvesandalsomaynotknowtheirpronunciations．  

Finally，itwasdecidedthatNorthAmericanEnglishusageswouldbeused，mainlybecauseJapanese  

Studentsaremorefamiliarwiththem・Thiswouldalsopreventthebook丘ombecomlngtOOClutteredby  

includingbothBritishandNorthAmericanusagesandspellings（fbrexample，gynaeCOlogist（Br）／  

gynecologist（Am））．  
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Exercises  

Thefirstpageofeachchapterpresentsamaximumof25newwordsandphraseswithJapanese  

equlValents．OnthefbllowlngPageS，threeExercisetaskshelpstudentstounderstandandrememberthe  

targetvocabulary．Throughoutthebookwehavetriedtopresentsentencesintheexercisesincontext，  

highlightcommoncollocationsandintroducefixedoralmostfixedexpressions．Thisisinlinewith  

researchregardingmemorizationandretentionoflexicalitems（Lewis，1993，1997）．   

且rgrcねgJ  

Ineachchapter，ExerciselgiveslOEnglishwordsorphrases，withtheirJapaneseequlValentsoutof  

SequenCe．StudentsareaskedtomatchtheEnglishword／phrasewithitsJapaneseequlValentontheleft．  

ThissimpleexerciseglVeSStudentsthechancetocheckiftheyhavememorizedthetargetvocabulary・   

且rgrcねg∫2α〟dj  

Thesecondandthirdexercisesvaryindesignbutgenerallyshowaprogressionfromeqsytoslightly  

moredifncult．Sincetheworkbookisdividedinto5sections，WetriedtokeepaunifbrmstyleforExercises  

2and3withineachsection．   

InSectionl（Basicmedicalwords），Exercise2consistsoftencontextualizedsentenceswith2  

VOCabularyitemsfromthechapterincludedineachsentence．However，Onlyonevocabularyltemiscorrect  

and students are askedto choosethe correctone．Care wastakento make surethese sentences were as  

natural／aspossibleinaJapanesecontext．One8aw，WehaveR）und，inmanyNursingEnglishtextbooks  

PrOducedinJapanisthatthedialoguessoundasthoughtheywouldneveroccurinaJapanesehospital  

COnteXt．Agoa＝nproducingthisworkbookwasnottohelpfbreignpatientsfbelasthoughtheyareintheir  

homecountrieswhilevISltlngthehospital，buttoenablenursestospeaktothesefbreignpatientsas  

efncientlyastheywouldspeaktootherJapanesepatients．   

InSection2（AnatomicalWords）andSection3（111nessesandEmergencies）thevocabularypresented  

COnSistsoftechnicalwordsthatmaybenewtostudents．Therefore，ratherthanfocuslngOntheir  

understandingofthevocabularyasinthefirstsection，Wefbcusedonthebasicspe11ing，fbrmandclassof  

WOrds．Theexercisetookthefbrmofunscramblingwords，創1inglnmisslnglettersorⅢ1inglnSimple  

tables．Theseexercisesenablestudentstoreviewthespellingandtranslationofthewords，aidingln  

memorlZation．  

fnSections4and5，Wherethefbcuschanged斤omindividualvocabularyitemstofu1lsentencesand  

questions，Exercise2alsochangedfromfbcuslngOnSpelling／wordfbrmstosentenceconstruCtion．  

7ypjca11y，StudentswereglVenOneha】fofasentenceorquestionandaskedto餌dtheconnectionphrase．  

Studentswerethenaskedtorewritethecompletesentence．Thistypeofexercisehadaduelpurpose：tO  

Checkstudents’understandingofthesentencesaswellastoaidinmemorization．  

Throughoutthebook，Exercise3ismorechallenglngthanExercisesland2，andwasdesignedto  

Checkstudents’understandingofvocabularyincontext．Generally，inthe石rstpartofthebook（Sections  
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l－3），Studentsweregiventensentenceswithwordsmissing．Themissingwordscouldbefoundinabox  

underneaththeexercise，Whichalsoincludedafew“dummy”words．InSections4and5，Whichfbcuson  

COmmunicationphrases，Exercise3tooktheformofquestion／responseorstatement／responsedialogues．  

StudentsareexpectedtoreadthesentencesorquestionglVenand，uSinghintsinthequestionorstatement，  

Writeasuitablereply．OccasionallythestudentsareglVenthepatient’sreplyandtheythenmustwritethe  

questionthenurseasked．StudentsmaydothisexerciseindividuallyorinpalrS，Witheachstudenttaking  

tumstoreadandanswer．Evenifstudentscompletethisasanindividualwrittenexercise，Studentsmay  

thenbeaskedtopracticepronour）Clngthesentencesaloud，Sinceproperproductionofthesephrasesisan  

essentialpartoflearnmgthem．  

Dialogues  

Attheendofeachchapter，adialoguebetweenaJapanesenurseandaforeignpatientwasincluded．  

ThisdialoguewasintendedtoshowtargetvocabularylnCOnteXt，aSWellasprovideinstructorswitha  

readingexercisewithcommunicativeapplications－Studentscouldbeinstructedtoreadthedialoguealoud  

Withpartners，andmemorizeandperfbrmpartsofthedialogueingroupsorbeforetheclass．  

Likethesentencesintheexercises，thedialoguewasintendedtocapture，aSmuChaspossible，  

Plausiblepatient－nurSeinteractioninJapan．ReferencebooksinJapanesefocuslngOninteractionwithand  

thecommonproblemsoffbreignpatientswere且rstconsulted（Kobayashi，2002，2006）．Dealingwith  

fbreignpatientswithouthealthinsurancecards，forinstance，isonecommonproblem．Thus，inoneofour  

dialogues，amanWhohasjustbegunanewjobarriveswithouthishealthinsurancecard；inanother，a  

nursemustdealpolitelywithanupsetpatient，WhodemandsthatherdaughterbegivenprlOrity．lntwo  

Others，nurSeSmuSteXPlainillnessesorconditionsthatwereinsufncientlyexplainedbythedoctor－a  

Situationthattheauthorshaveexperiencedonseveraloccasions．  

ReadersmayalsonoticethatWesternpatientsaredistinctlyintheminority．Thiswasanintentional  

mbve．ManynursingEnglishtextbooksproducedinJapanarefi11edwithpatientswithstereotypicalAnglo－  

Saxonnames，1ike”JohnSmith”and“MaryWatson．”However，thispredominanceofWesternpatients  

COnnOteStheculturalimperialismthathasbeenassociatedwiththespreadofEnglish（Pennycook，1994）．  

Moreover，itdoesnotmeshwithreality．ThevastmqorityoffbreignersresidinginJapancomefrom  

China，Korea，Brazil，thePhilippines，andPeru（inthatorder）；Onlyabouttwopercentofallfbreigners  

livinginJapancome舟omtheUnitedStates（JapanAssociationfbrInternationalHealth，1998）．Inboththe  

exercisesanddialogueswethusattemptedtopresentadiversityofpatients，斤omcountrieswhereEnglish  

isnotspokenasaBrstlanguage，SuChasChina，Bangladesh，andUganda，aSWellas放omEuropeanand  

Englishspeakingcountries．WehopetodispeltheassumptioninthemindsofmanyJapanesestudentsthat  

COmmunicationinEnglishmeanscommunicationwithanativeEnglishspeaker．InteractionsinEnglish  

withanon－nativespeakerare，inreality，mOrelikely．  
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Extensiontask  

InorderfbrthebooktobeabletostandaloneasaprlmaryteXtbook，ifrequired，aneXtenSiontask  

WaSaddedattheendofthebook・Afterfinishingachapter，instructorscanhavestudents，WOrkinglnpalrS，  

COmPletethisextensiontaskinclass・Thetaskasksstudentstowritetheirownshortdialoguesus－ng  

VOCabularyorexpressionsinatargetchapter・Studentsthenpracticespeakingtheirdialogue，andperfbrm  

ingroupsorin丘ontoftheclass・Suchataskwouldallowinstructorstoencouragestudentstopractice  

language－relatedskills，SuChasintonationandgesturing，Whichmayformcoregoalsoftheclasssyllabus・  

Manyinstructors，mOreOVer，mayaPPreCiatetheinclusionofataskthatallowsforcollaborationand  

languageproduction・However，iftheworkbookisusedprimarilyasasupplementarytextthisextension  

taskneednotbeused．  

DiscⅦSSion  

ThroughthisprqjectwehavegainedanappreciationofhowmuchtimeandeffbrtisinvoIvedin  

designlnganESPtextbook・Ourlackofknowledgeofthenursingfieldcompelledustoworkcloselywith  

SeVeralnurslngandmedicalprofessionals，andtheirsuggestionsandguidancehaveglVenthebook  

authenticity・HavingsurveyedmanynursingandmedicalEnglishtextbooksproducedinJapan，Wehave  

fbundthatmanybookshaveahastily－preParedquality，創1edwithmistakesandunnaturalEnglishand  

Japaneseexpressions．  

However，althoughourworkbookclearlyhasanESPfunction，Webelievethatitcanbeusedasa  

WOrkbookev占ninageneralEnglishcoursefbrnurslngStudents．Thebookhasbeendesignedsothat  

languageteacherswithoutnurslngtrainingcanuseitinclasseswithouthavingtospendmuchextra  

preparationtime．  

Assuch，WefeelthatthisworkbookwouldmakeasuitablesupplementarytextbookfbrtheEnglish  

CommunicationSW（SpeakingandWriting）andEnglishCommunicationLR（ListeningandReading）  

COurSeSforsecondandthirdyearnurslngStudents，0脆redattheFacultyofMedicinecampusinplaceof  

NursingEnglish・Allsecond－yearStudentsatKagawaUniversityhavealreadycompletedoneyearof  

TOEIC－focused，generalEnglishclassesduringtheirfirstyear．Manysecondyearstudents，Wehavefbund，  

SeemtOWantEnglishtasksmorecloselyrelatedtotheirfields．Someofthesetaskscanbefbundin  

departmentalcourses（senmonkamoku），SuChasMedicalEnglish．However，generalEnglishcoursescan  

helppreparestudentsfbrthesedepartmentalESPcoursesbyprovidingstudentswithbasicvocabulary  

knowledge・Vocabularydevelopmentisacrucialcomponentoflanguagelearnlng，anditisespecially  

importantinalanguagewithavocabularyaslargeasEnglish（Wang，Liang，＆Ge，2008）．   

InstructorsteachingotherEnglishclasses，SuChasAdvancedEnglishfbrEngineerlngStudents，may  

alsowishtoincorporatesimilardiscipline－SPeCincvocabulary－buildingmaterialsintheirclasses．Focus  

CanStillfallonparticularskills，SuChaspresentationandpracticalwrltlng，butvocabularydevelopment  

exercises，Perhapsasslgnedasextra－Classwork，Canbeincluded・Thismayleadtogreaterstudent  
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Satisfaction・Throughsuchanapproach，instructorscanmergegeneralEnglisheducationgoalswithESP  

elements，therebyproducingaclassthateffbctivelyaddressesstudents’needs・  
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