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THE INFLUENCES OF THE LAND CONSOLLDATION PROJECT

IN THE CASE OF OHNOHARA-CHO KAGAWA PREFECTURE

Kazuo M orisHITA

Summary

Ohnohara-cho situated in the western part of Kagawa Prefecture is the village
having 50 square kilometer in size and 13,000 inhabitants. Most of the people of
the village are part-time famers getting their living both by working for a wage and
cultivating divers . crops a year including paddy rice at the narrow farm-land, the
average size of which is only 5,070 square meter.

- In 1971, the Land Consolidation Project was applied to this region in order to
improve the land productivity and the labour efficiency.

In this report, the influences of the L.C.P. are presented by investigating the cropp-
ing rate of the farm-land before and after the project. The results obtaincd are
summarized as follows;

The planted area of the farm-land was greatly decreased just after the land consoli-
dation.  This tendency holds true not only in the case of pabby rice plant but also
the succeeding crops. This tendency seems to be derived from the following three
reasons.

{1) The drainage of the farm-land was not always improved and in some parts, the
condition became worser and succeeding crops after havesting paddy rice plant could
not be cultivated.

(2) After the project, the protected agriculture developed in one part of this area
(protected agriculture area = P.A.A.).

In this small part, two groups of famers arised, i.e., one was the famer who was

allocated new farm-land in the P.A.A. and began the protected agriculture and

another was obliged to minimize his farm-land by lending it to others though he
has his own farm-land in the P.A.A. owing to the shortage of money and labour.

The later is greater than the former. This striking character causes decrease

of cropping rate of this area.

(3) Agricultual labour power of women turned to be industrial labour power taking this
project oppotunity.
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