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FRUIT SIZE AND SHAPE RELATIONSHIP IN SATSUMA MANDARIN

Hiroshi INOUE

To observe growth of satsuma mandarm fruit classified by shape index (transverse dlameter/longltudmal
diameter) was carried out, in relation to leaf number per bearing shoot and per. fruit.. The. vesults
were summayized as follows, L
1. There were significant correlations with fruit size and shape of mature ffuits oh adult trees, Thehle,_rg,-
er fruits showed to be oblate. The fruits with many leaves on the bearing shoot were large in size and
high in shape index. N - o )
2. Diameters of different shape of young fruits were measured throughout the g"rowmg season, The oblong
or oblate young fruits grew up to be the same shape of matured ones. This tendency was significant on
leafless fruits, ' N
3. Daily changes of the fruit shape index were investigated on a fine day of early July to November.
The young fruits showed larger changes in shape index. When the fruits neared to maturlty, the changes
in index became small., All fruits were oblate in the afternoon and oblong in the’ early mornmg
4. Eight-year-old trees with 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 leaves per fruit were 1nvest1gated on the fruit growth,
The more the leaves per fruit, the larger the fruits harvested were. The trees w1th 30 leaves per frmt

produced the most oblate fruits,
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