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Forcing Culture of Lower-chilling Peach ‘KU-PP1" in Heated Plastic House

Kenji Beppu, Maiko Iwamura and Tkuo Kataoka

Abstract

The extent of growth promotion of lower chilling peach ‘KU-PP1’ by forcing culture in a heated plastic house

from 500 and 1000 h of chilling accumulation was investigated. When the plastic house was heated according to

the guideline for peach forcing culture, bud burst and flowering were considerably accelerated and the fruit ripening

period was shortened. As a result, fruit in the plastic house heated from 500 and 1000 CH were harvested as early as

late April and early May, respectively. Although fruit size in the plastic house was smaller than that in the open field,

sugar and acid levels in juice were not different between the cultural conditions. These results suggest that forcing

culture in a heated plastic house from early season using lower-chilling peach ‘KU-PP1’" enables very early harvest.
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