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CAESAR. Why? Are you afraid of the Romans?
CLEOPATRA [very seriously] ~Oh, they would eat us if they caught us. They are
barbarians. Their chief is called Julius Caesar. His father was a tiger and his

mother a burning mountain; and his nose is like an elephant’s trunk [ Caesar
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i'nvoluntdri’ly rubs his nose]. They all have long noses, and ivory tusks, and little

tails, and seven arms with a hundred arrows in each; and they live on human flesh.
CAESAR. Would you like me to shew you a real Roman?
CLEOPATRA [ferrified] No. You are frightening me.
CAESAR. No matter: this is only a dream——

CAESAR [as the conviction that he is really awake forces itself on him] Cleopatra:
can you see my face well?

CLEOPATRA. Yes. It is so white in the moonlight.

CAESAR. Are you sure it is the moonlight that makes me look whiter than an

Egyptian? [Gr#imly] Do you notice that I have a rather long nose?
CLEOPATRA [recoiling, paralysed by a terrible suspicion] Oh!
CAESAR. It is a Roman nose, Cleopatra.
CLEOPATRA. Ah! [ With a piercing scream she springs up; davts round the left shoulder
of the Sphinx; scrambles down to the sand; and falls on her knees in frantic supplication,

shrieking ] Bite him in two, Sphinx: bite him in two® (7 ¥ % =351 v i35[H#&)
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THEODOTUS [unable to believe his senses ] All! Caesar: will you go down to
posterity as a barbarous soldier too ignorant to know the value of books?

CAESAR. Theodotus: I am an author myself; and I tell you it is better that the
Egyptians should live their lives than dream them away with the help of books.

THEODOTUS [kneeling, with genuine literary emotion: the passion of the pedant ]

Caesar: once in ten generations of men, the world gains an immortal book.
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CAESAR [nflexible] If it did not flatter mankind, the common executioner would
burn it.

THEODOTUS. Without history, death will lay you beside your meanest soldier.

CAESAR. A shameful memory. Let it burn.

THEODOTUS [muldly] Will you destroy the past?

CAESAR. Ay, and build the future with its ruins. [Theodotus, in despair, strikes
himself on the temples with his fists]. But harken, Theodotus, teacher of kings: you
who valued Pompey’s head no more than a shepherd values an onion, and who now
kneel to me, with tears in your old eyes, to plead for a few sheepskins scrawled

with errors. Icannot spare you a man or a bucket of water just now;..8!
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TWh, FREFIRY a —Of ¥ =¥ —% [BUERE L TREEFMT oM EHRD | LEAT
Wb, EDRIBANYDOEZTE T TIKHEARY . NRICRIL I BOERRIBELNTHREED
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59, ZTNERBLEBVTTER B DIEDISTREZIHLOPL S LAKB Y,
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2y 27 X7+ — FEEREHM] T ‘hangman’ DIEA K2 E ‘A man whose office it is
to hang condemned persoms; also more generally, an executioner, a torturer, racker.
Common hangman, the public executioner’ & H b, ZDEZHED» 5 & ‘the common
[public] executioner’ i ‘the common hangman’ (EUEBROETH 5 EEX THEWVWK
WTHAHH, TD ‘the common hangman’ BV =4 7 AET7Oa< VE [RY) 7)) —-X]
(Pericles) DEMEREANBOR IV N E= Y —FOP VIO P ZEHTL %,

Boult. 1T must have your maidenhead taken off, or the common hangman shall
excuse 1t,

Mavina. Do any thing
But this thou doest....

Serve by indenture to the common hangman®?
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I'd not bate one nail’'s breadth of the honest truth, though I were sure the whole
edition of my work would be bought up and burnt by the common hangman of
Conneticut. Irving, Knickerbocker, p.219.
RLOTERDTNTORMB IR T 4 Ay PHOBDBRAREVWED SNELNETHA S T
EREBEVEVEB > TOABIOERNEENOILVEEREE->TVWE I L 2HET 30
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1647 LARENDON Hist. Reb. .§51 A Paper..avowed to contain the matter of the
Treaty, was burned by the Common Hang-man
(ZORMOMBEIAN TV T &2 LTV AEHEREW Y BAIK & » THEONLI,)
1849 MACAULAY Hist Eng i. 1. 175 The Commons began by resolving..that the
Covenant should be burned by the hangman in Palace Yard.
(FRERRERFIED I, EROFETEHT D RAIKC T OEHELEL €L TH 5 LIRE
L7zo)

P EDFID» S, B0 BRABEEOREGITL TV EBSPE, ZOUBVDITAETITD
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