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An European environmental historian, Christian Pfister, categorized hazards into

two types, 'rapid-onset hazards' and 'slow-onset hazards', and suggested that, "to avoid

ambiguity, historians should define their use of the term nature-induced disaster ".1 In

his paper, he refers to rapid-onset hazards, because famine, for example, is strongly

linked to social causes such as the unequal distribution of resources. Nature-induced dis-

asters are unpredictable outbreaks of natural forces that cause sudden, destructive dam-

age to people and environments.

In this panel, however, we considered various sorts of disasters because the pur-

pose of the panel was to compare different styles of disaster management efforts. We fo-

cused not only on nature-induced disasters in the Philippines today and in historical Ja-

pan, but also on socially caused disasters in Thailand.

How can we combine historical studies with present research, or vice versa? How

can we distinguish socially and naturally caused disasters? The target of disaster "man-

agement" shall be analyzed in further detail. We hope for further research collaboration.
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